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C O U N C I L  C O M M U N l C A i  L O N  

TO: THE CITY COUNCIL COUNCIL MEETING DATE 
FROM: THE CITY FiANASER'S OFFICE SEPTEMBER 6,  I989 

SUBJECT: AMICI CURIAE BRIEF 

PREPARED BY: City Attorney 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: City Council approval of the inclusion of the City of 
Lodi i n  the l i s t  of c i t i e s  on Amici Curiae Brief: La 
Quinta Dunes vs City of La Q u i n t a .  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City of L J  Quinta,  Californiij has requested that 

residential  (R-3) and fur ther  prohibiting the City from ever making any future 
general plan density changes t o  the property. 

I agree with the attorney representing the City o f  La Q u i n t a  that this 
represents an unprecedented and dangerous intrusion o f  the  courts in to  an area 
involving the City 's  authori ty t o  plan f o r  l a n d  use. I t  i s  on t h a t  basis t h a t  I 
recommend t h a t  Lodi be added as an arnici curiae i n  t h i s  case. 

There will be no expense t o  Lodi i f  we add o u r  name to the list o f  amici. 

I Respectfully submitted, 

I Bob RcNatt 
City Attorney 
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m &o: S e l e c t e d  C i t y  A t t o r n e y s  

iie: C i t v  of La  Quinta iimici S r i e f  

~e need your h e l ? .  I i i v e r s i d e  C o u n t ?  Super io r  C o v r t  h a s  issued a 
m a n d a t e  j u o ' g m e n t  acja inst  t h e  C i t y  of L a  Q u i n t s  (1) connianding  t h e  
City t~3 a c l s p t  a s s e c i f i c  o r d i n a n c e  r e z o n i n g  a parcel of l a n d  t o  a 
o i q h e - r  d e n s i t y  t h a n  t5iat d e s i r e d  by t3e C i t y ;  a n 2  ( 2 )  prohibiting 
t!le C i t y  from ~ a k i n g  any f u t u r e  g e n e r a l  p l a n  d e n s i t y  axlendments  
r e l z t i v e  t o  t h e  p r o ? e r t y .  T h i s  jucigrnent  cane o u t  of a case i n v o l v i n g  
t h e  C i t y ' s  t w o  year  d e l a y  4n b r i n g i n g  about z o n i n 5  consistency w i t h  
its g e n e r a l  ?far , .  KO v e s t e d  r i g h t s  i i r e  i n v o l v e d .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  
judgmenk c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  u n p r e c e n d e n t e d  i n v a s i o n  i n t o  t h e  City's 
plannin5 a n 2  zoninq d i s c r e t i o n a r y  d e c i s i o n  m ~ k i n g  powers .  

~ : ? e  czse  i s  now on z ? p e a l .  The L e g a l  kdvocacy Com. i t t ee  of t h e  C i t y  
A t t o r n e y s  D e 2 s r t i n e n t  h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h i s  case  and  r e c o x i e n d s  P.aicss 
sc2,port. 

7 w i l l  be wr i t i n s  a n  i in icuc b r i e f  f o r  joining c i t i e s .  Enclose5 is 
th;s pro2cse6 drzft. I f  ~ G L !  a g r e e  w i t ? ,  c u r  posi t io; :  an6 wiss to show 
yocr suppo r t ,  p l e z s e  a 6 v i s e  3 5  ianeCiakely, by p h o n e  o r  l s t t e r ,  so 
C .  ,nat  1°F may l?.clsde yoGr K d i i i f  o n .  t5e b r i e f .  3hzk  is 211 we nee<. 

i s s u e s ,  y o c z  ccznents ar.2 z p ~ r e c i z t ~ B ,  
.- .';3wt.ver, i f  a n y  of vou hz7.7e S u K e s t i o n s  C T  €>: : r?Er iEnc& wit:? s i z i i z r  


